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ABSTRACT

Public education ras both political, or social, and personal, or self-
improvement objectives; in addition it provides much of the moral quality

of a democratic society. Each function--personal, political, and moral-- has
special significance for continuing education. Adults continue their

education to update their job skills or to seek satisfaction in the use of
leisure time. Yet the less obvious relationship between continuing education

and the political and moral characteristics illuminates some of its

distinctive aspects. Its position outside the central concerns of most

schools has been both cause and effect of its special guality and contributions.
Its spirit of immediacy, directness, and relevance inspires a mode of
examination and questioning most essential in our mass society. The Continuing
Education Center for the Public Service at Syracuse University has been called
the "social conscience" of the University. The Center approach--concern for

real social problems, involvement of clientele and faculty, use of participatory
training methods, flexibility in time and place, and relevance--these factors
characterize program development at the Center for businessmen, government
officials, social planners, poor people, minorities, or any identifiable

group of adults.
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In 2 Jemocratic society, popalar cducation is neccssary if people ire to v
the knowledge and sense to make wise political decisions. The same alucational

process has borne thiz obligcation of preparing pcople to earn their liveliheed,
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still is considered to have hoth yolitical, social, uand personal, self-
improvement objectives.

There is another fundamental characteristic of education in a democratic
society. It has a profound moral basis, and, in turn, provides much of the
moral quzlity of that society. Education is fundamentally concerned with the
cultivation of man's reason and a sense of respensibility in the usc or reason.
It is the latter conviction and commitment which constitutes the moral churacter-
istic of education. Ideally, the educational process would produce adults
who were vitally concerned about others, about humanity in general, about
social or public problems, about improving the lot of human-kind. The fact
that it doesn®t is no denial of the idea or ideal. To deny the moral quality
or objective would imply a view of man as something less than humai, with ull
of his doubts and longing and scarching.

For those who work in that level of the system known as continuing
education, cach of these functions--personal, political, and moral--has
special significance. Considering the nature of the clientele--adults--the
first scems fairly obvious. Adults continuc their cducation bLeyond the years
of formal <chooling to upprade ur updatc job skilis, to pucpare for oo or
expanded job rasponsibilitics; or to sceh some contc of catisfaction in the

use of more lersure time, or during longer, carlicr rctiicnent yoary.
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The <pocial relationship of continuing cducation to the other tuwo
charucteristics-~political znd moral, which for the purposes of this discussien
can be considered togzether--is not so obvious. Yzt the connection, historicai
and in terms of structure, "lluminates some of the most significant and Jis-
tinctive aspects of continuing education.

Throughout its history as a formal part of the educational svstem,
continuing education has secmed to be particularly concerned with and resnunsive
to public issues, social conditions and problems, the fgeneral state of mankind.
In a perverse kind of wav, the traditional status of contiruing cducation &s a
peripheral, academically not-quite-respectable form has helped to develop this
charuacteristic.

It can be argued that the marginal reputation of continuing education--
its position cutside the ceatral or major concerns of most schools--has been
both cause and effect of the special quality and contributions of the ficld.
For many in the cducational profession, part of the low esteem accorded con-
tinuing education has stermed from this distinctness--the variety of mecthods,

uncnding range of content and objectives, flexibility in format, time and
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place, the informality and lack of fixed structure and routine. To méﬁf,ﬁ%
the resultuant cducational activities have seemed to be somethins less than
dacadenically revpectable,

On the other hand, because continuing cducation has been coneiderad

sometaing difforent and rclatively unmportunt in nany cchools, there has
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revelod in the ¢ are ir brand of Jucation,
a lesser cuality by their colleagues in the acaldoemic doj
mony of them see this situation as an impctus, a structural inspiratien
toward crecating the kind of continuing education which 13 eaciting and picn..ring,
innovation.

-

s1tuation which gives cuariruing cducuticn

the
potential for important cocntributions in the scarch for meaning in a nass
society, There are, of course, other factors vhich provide the frameworn within
which continuing educators mecet this challenge. They tend to encourzgz the
effective application c¢f continuing education to the problers of man living
in a mass society. The cemparative affluence of more and more adults makes
their attention to life-long learning possible and encourages interests nut
related to vocation or profession. More and more doctors, dentists, engincers,
lavyers, tcachers, and businessmen are studying art, literaturc, history, and
social problems. In spite of all the competing appeals for the use of lcisure
time, more adults are continuing thc.r cducation, frequently in arcas which
Lelp to emphasize indi-idualism and reduce the sense of muss-ness.

The impact of mass media, especialiy tclevision, cannot be exagueratcd as
it relates to continuing education. It inspires program concepts and pprouches,

dramatizes and imparts immediacy and relcvance to social issues and the coadition

of man; it pricls the conscience of the c.tizen and whets the appetite for new

knovledpe ard cxporicnce.

The revolutionary proliferation of information, aided und abettad <o anch
by televivion, cncouraocs countless adulte to continue therr docat gon; n fact,
it has done mwh to intioduce profos<ionale to the 1oactior ol Cent ihadng
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for
ienal cxreriences which relate to values and to continuing gaalities orf
hurnan 1ife.

One of the secmingly illogicel consequences of the 'nowledge expl- sion

n¢ zlicenetion felt by many thoughtful adults. TGhose
pecple freauently turn o scme form of continuing education in search or
of urnity, a sense of identity and value.

Lacking the constrazints, ritual, anc regimen of rore traditionuzl levels
and forms of education, continuains :ducation can be and sometimes is the sced
bed of democratic idealiswa, the bridge between individual self-interest and
social involvement. Continuing educators, especially in urban universities,
react directly to social stimuli. With one foot in the community and freed
from truditional academic restrictions, the continuing educator tries to
respond to the challenge of white racism, the alienation of youth, the rise
in street crimes, the plight of the hard-core unempioved, the fears of the
white working cluss, the irrational mess of our citics, and the constant scarch
for identity and 2 sense of value.

The most exciting educational experiences in America are those in which
busy adults arc lifted out of the humdrum of daily preoccupations and routincs
and introduced to new ideas, challenges and perspectives. They attend seuinars
to study various facets of their own communities or national or world probloms;
they learn aoout vays in which they can excrt greater intloonee on the conduct

of public affaire; they vidw and dizcuss films or telovision proluctions reiated




also turn

continuing education for

o

Law enforcement officers spend a weeh or two in serinars striving to
stand themselves, their werk and thelr relutionships to others, is well
the most nodern and effliclent technigues of crime control. Adnministrute
in many federal, state, and local agencies or depurtnents are onrolled
special courses, frequently lasting a month or more, designed to hroade

perspectives beyond the specizlty, demonstrate inter-relationships, exzwti

new ways of approaching problens, and heep informed on chan 'ng concepts or

metheds in their field. ‘“ayors and department heads in local governmenis are
more and more involved in conferences and institutes to discuss inter-ge.ornuontal
relations, new dimensions and significance of local problems, and new tc
for solving problems.
The nature of the profession is congenial with the nceds of the time.
Men and women who serve as continaing cducators are more concerned about the
here and now, asbout the practical, the realistic, the impact on behavior.
There is a scense of urgency about continuing cducation seldom noticed in the
ranks of other levels of education. The proccedings of annual cenventions

of continuing cducators during the past {ifty w.ars provide impres.ive ouidence

of this concern for making cducation cffective--a practical instrument for

the improvement of huaen 1ife and the social order.

This spirit of dumcdiscy, dircctness, wnd rclevance in pircs
examination and questioning mo<t cosential N & Lo e cucioty. The hasic
issucs of the day as well as the dramatic happening of o o bocome thic
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foctor was discussaed in a recent sympesium of Canadian cducators
visiting Syvracuse. voint was nade that rach of the criticism currentiy
levcied against both puviic sch ar. 1 irricula could be
allevieted by applying scr e concepts, format and
inforral continuing e¢ducaticn nrograms: focus on a recognized and sigiificunt
issuc or problem, use of a wide mixture of resources and methods aprropriate
for the purpose and group, ianvolvement of "students' in planning and conduct
of learning cxperiences, enrhasis on widespread participation, democratic
procedures and congenial atmosphere, flexibility in tiwming and content to bte

covered, concern for practical urnd realistic outcomes or applications.

Not s0 many yvears ago, a newly appointed Chancellor of Syracuse University
was making a tour of various installations and operations comprising his
domain. Aftcr walking through the classrooms and offices of the Continuing
"ducation Center for the Public Service and talling with its staff, he
commented that probably some of the most exciting and worthwhile cducation
within the University crcuricd at that Center. The Chancellor's remarks
were somewhat broader and more academic in basis than an evaluation wade o
few years carlier by a v wopaper reporter who had covercd o nusber of Conter
prograns and had dubbod tne total oporation "the cooicl conirncd of the
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tonners, poor people, mino:itics or

1 2 nt exar thiz kind of nrogrum developron
ie Penitentiary, the Undersheri
- reesor of Socizl Work (formerly in Probae*.on
and stuff of the Cortinuing Sducation Center for the Public Scrvice in
plunning a complex training program for coriectional personnel at the
ville ard County Jail institutions. Faculty members to teach in tae
met with pri.on officials and tourcd the Penitent:ary and Jail to achin.
better "feel" for the needs of program participants. 7o help guerds oni
other personncl mect the changes and challonges of modern correctional wcrk,
new program ideas und methods vill be developed and used in this truining.
This same approach--concern for real and direct social problens,
involvement of clicntele and faculty, use of participatory training methods,
floxibility in terms of time and place of training, and relevance of pro-
gramming to the nccds and interests of the group--these factors characterize
program development at the Continuing Yducation Center for a great variety

of groups, agencies, companics, aseocictions. They make real and cffcrive

the "social conscience' dedication of continuing cducation at Syracuss

University. A‘-ﬂ
ERIC Clesringhouse
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